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The first ‘real’ Easter Egg 







By Jo Duckies 

The Bishop of Oxford has 
welcomed the launch of the UK’s 
first and only Easter egg to 
mention Jesus on the box. 

And the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard (right) is urging 
Church schools to put in an 
order for the Real Easter Eggs 
before Christmas. Demand for 
the eggs was proven when the 
scheme was due to be piloted in 
the Oxford Dicoese earlier this 
year and the orders flooded in. 

Now David Marshall, in the 
Diocese of Manchester, has set 
up the Meaningful Chocolate 
Company to produce the eggs. 
There are 80 million Easter eggs 
sold each year in the UK. Until 
now, not one of them has 
mentioned the Christian 
understanding of Easter on the 
box. 

The £3.99 price of the egg 
includes a 30p donation to 
charitable projects - buying 
everything from medical 
equipment for mums in the UK 
to chickens for farmers in Africa. 

Schools can place orders 
before December 1 and 
educational resources to go with 
them will be available from 
January . It is hoped that a high 
demand for the eggs will 
encourage UK supermarkets to 
stock them. 

Bishop John said; “The Real 
Easter Egg gives Church schools 



their first ever chance to buy an 
Easter Egg that not only tastes 
good but does good. We hope 
that all our supermarkets will 
stock the first and only Easter 
egg in the UK that explains the 
significance of Easter and, 
through the charitable 
donation, brings to light the 



Easter themes of hope and new 
life.” 

Leslie Stephen, Diocesan 
Director of Education, said: “I 
welcome the Real Easter Egg as a 
great way of celebrating Easter 
in our church schools. 

“I hope teachers will find it a 
useful and fun way of explaining 
the Easter story to our pupils, 



and linking that story to the 
importance of choosing to shop 
ethically and buy Fairtrade 
wherever possible.” 
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Prayer (Sr 1 reflection 



In the prayer corner at St 
Peter’s Church Didcot is an 
extraordinary triptych. 
Edward Carter explores part 
of its spiritual significance. 

T he tryptich was commissioned 
and created for the 
millennium, and illustrates 
some of the key moments in 
the life of Saint Peter. 
Sometimes when a stranger wanders into 
the church and it seems right to talk to 
them about the Christian faith, I take them 
into the prayer corner and talk them 
through Peter’s experiences. 

The first of the panels, shown here, 
captures the moment when Peter denies 
Jesus. The fire draws the eye, with its halo 
effect. The flames could represent 
judgement, or perhaps the unwelcome 
shedding of the light of truth into a dark 
situation. Peter’s hands are warmed by the 
fire - or maybe scorched - but they also 
shield him from the accusing fingers, 
pointed by the three standers by. 

Although the hands of his accusers are 
aggressive, their faces are strangely passive. 

‘ But one of the strongest 
marks of the saintly life is 
penitence. ’ 



Peter’s eyes, in contrast, are touched with 
fear. The as yet unnoticed cockerel standing 
on the wall at the back has been painted in 



When Peter denies Jesus 

a stylized manner, its colouring echoing the 
flames. Its cry will speak of judgement, but 
then lead to repentance and eventually 
reconciliation. The buildings in the 
background seem to press in, adding to the 
feeling of claustrophobia in what is already 
a crowded scene. It is as if Peter’s mind is 
racing, unable to cope with all that is 
happening to him. 

The feast of All Saints on November 1 is 
not always linked to the themes of 
judgement, repentance, and reconciliation. 
But one of the strongest marks of a saintly 
life is penitence, because this places the 
focus back on God. I struggle sometimes 
with the proliferation of saints’ days in the 
church calendar. Of course, all these saints 
have shown great holiness, but it’s easy to 
end up with a misplaced emphasis on 
human endeavour. Christian worship begins 
with repentance, a turning away from sin 
and back to God. 

Worship is then about giving glory to God 
alongside the rest of the created order. So 
this picture of Saint Peter is ideal to reflect 
over at All Saints’ Tide, because it invites us 
not to forget the need to repent in the face 
of our own human failings. It’s often said 
that we are all saints, because we are all 
called to be holy and called to be disciples 
of Jesus. Peter, as one of the first disciples, 
discovered what that call meant. Sainthood 
is not a worldly honour. It is made manifest 
when self gives way for God. So this most 
human of Christian festivals should really 
point us to God, and help us celebrate the 
way in which our failings are swept aside in 
the blazing fire of his love. 

The Revd Edward Carter is Priest-in- 
Charge of St Peter’s, Didcot and teaches 
Christian ethics at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon. 




November prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is far guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

MON 1 Benson: clergy Jean Travis. Benson 
(VC) School. 

TUE 2 Chalgrove with Berrick Salome: 

clergy Ian Cohen, LLM Bob Heath-Whyte. 

WED 3 Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant 
and Crowell: clergy John Kinchin-Smith, Joan 
Deval, Helen O’Sullivan; LLM David Bartlett. 
Aston Rowant (VC) and Chinnor St 
Andrew’s (VC) Schools. 

THUR 4 Dorchester team and Warborough: 

clergy Sue Booys, Anne llsley, Nigel 
Hawkes, Ros Latham, Myles Godfrey, David 
Haylett, David Cleugh, Hannah Cleugh; LLM 
Brian Newey. Dorchester St Birinus (VC), 
Clifton Hampden (VC), Culham Parochial 
(VC), Long Wittenham (VC), Marsh Baldon 
(VC) and Warborough (VA) Schools. 

FRI 5 Ewelme, Brightwell Baldwin and 
Cuxham with Easington: clergy Jonathan 
Meyer, LLM George Cannon. Ewelme (VA) 
School. All involved in the selection of the 
team rector designate of North Bucks. 

SAT 6 Great Milton with Little Milton and 
Great Haseley: clergy Victor Story. Great 
Milton (VC) and Little Milton (VA) Schools. 

MON 8 Icknield: clergy Christopher Evans, 
Angie Paterson, Adam Clayton. 

TUE 9 Thame team : clergy Alan Garratt, Ian 
Mountford, Peter Waterson, Paul 
Chamberlain, Meg Heywood, Graham 
Choldcroft; LLMs Paul Brigham, Mike 
Thompson, [withheld], Caroline McKeown, 
Paul Gulley, Norman Lilley, LLM emeritus 
Caroline Baynes; children’s worker Carole 



Galvin . Lewknor (VC) School. 

WED 10 Wheatley team : clergy Stevie 
Cross, Emma Pennington, Caroline King, 
Mark Chapman; LLMs Richard Bainbridge, 
Marian Brown, Lucy Betts; LLM emeritus 
Albert Eastham. Beckley (VC), Garsington 
(VC), Horspath (VC) and Wheatley (VC) 
Schools. 

THUR llAldermaston and Woolhampton: 

clergy Des Foote, Elizabeth Oke; LLM 
Hanslip Long. Aldermaston (VC), Brimpton 
(VC), Woolhampton (VA) Schools. 

FRI 12 Basildon with Aldworth and 
Ashampstead: clergy Will Watts; LLMs 
Margaret Davey, Jonathan Sandbach. 
Basildon (VC) School. 

SAT 13 Bradfield and Stanford Dingley, 
Bucklebury: clergy Julian Gadsby, David 
Chattel, Rosemary Green, Raymond Obin, 

Lyn Bliss. LLMs Michael Kerry, David 
Sammon. Bradfield (VA), Bucklebury (VC) 
Schools. The Diocesan Synod meeting 
today. 

MON 15 Burghfield: clergy Gill Lovell, 
Anthony Peabody; LLM Kevin Lovell. 
Burghfield (VC) School. All involved in the 
selection of the rector of St Giles-in- 
Reading. Diocese of Katsina (province of 
Kaduna, Nigeria). 

TUE 16 Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham: clergy Heather Parbury. 

WED 17 Purley: clergy David Archer, Andrew 
Mackie, Jean Rothery, Sally Robertson. Purley 
(VC) School. 

THU 18 Stratfield Mortimer and Mortimer 
West End with Padworth: clergy Paul 
Chaplin. Mortimer St John’s (VC), Mortimer 
St Mary’s (VA) Schools. 



FRI 19 Sulhamstead Abbots and Bannister 
with Ufton Nervet: clergy Gill Lovell, Peter 
Dewey, Anthony Peabody. All involved in the 
selection of the team rector of Newbury. 

SAT 20 Theale and Englefield: clergy 
Geoffrey Borrowdale, Brian Spence; LLM 
emeritus Chris Braddock. Theale VC), 
Englefield (VA) Schools. 

MON 22 Buckingham group: clergy Will 
Pearson-Gee, Philip Derbyshire (ecumenical 
representative), John King; LLM Vicky 
Southby, Sandra Cosby. Chackmore (VC) 
and Whaddon (VC) Schools. 

TUE 23 Lenborough: clergy Ros Roberts, 
Jenny Shields. Padbury (VC) School. 

WED 24 North Buckingham: clergy Hans 
Taling; LLM Margaret Culley. Akeley St 
James (VC) and Maids Moreton (VC) 
Schools. 

THUR 25 Stowe: clergy Ron Bundock. 

Stowe (independent) School. 

FRI 26 West Buckingham: clergy Liz 
Simpson, Chris Carter. 

SAT 27 Military chaplains: Abingdon, 
Arborfield, Sandhurst, Bicester, Windsor, 

High Wycombe, Halton, Benson, Brize 
Norton, Shrivenham. 

MON 29 Prison chaplains: Aylesbury, 
Bullingdon, Grendon & Springhill, 
Huntercombe, Reading, Woodhill. 

TUE 30 Other chaplains: Campsfield 
Immigration detention centre, Police, Central 
Oxford Homeless Community, Bucks & 

Milton Keynes Fire & Rescue, Oxfordshire 
Fire & Rescue, Royal Berks Fire & Rescue. 



Sundays 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Write this: Blessed 
are the dead who from now on die in the Lord. ’ ‘Yes, ’ says 
the Spirit, ‘they will rest from their labours, for their deeds 
follow them. ’ (Rev. 14:13 NRSV) 



SUNDAY 7 (3 rcl before Advent) Aston and Cuddesdon 
deanery: area dean Sue Booys, associate area dean John 
Kinchin-Smith, lay chair Simon Richards, secretary Lee 
Dennis, treasurer Michael Powell; the people, wardens, 
PCCs, support staff of the deanery.The Diocesan Council 
for the Deaf, chair Jo Sanders. The Episcopal Church of 
Cuba. 

SUNDAY 14 Remembrance Sunday (2 nc ^ before Advent) 
Bradfield deanery: area dean Peter Dewey, lay chair 
Christopher Newman, secretary Geoffrey Borrowdale, 
treasurer Margaret Davey; the people, wardens, PCCs, 
support staff of the deanery. The leadership course at the 
Kings Centre, Osney Mead, on Saturday. 

SUNDAY 21 (Christ the King, Prisoners’ Sunday) 
Buckingham deanery: area dean Philip Derbyshire, lay chair 
Georgie Christopher, treasurer Paul Cresswell. The people, 
wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. Diocese of 
Bermuda (Extra Provincial to Canterbury). For all prisoners, 
staff and chaplains within the prisons of the diocese. 

SUNDAY 28 (Advent Sunday) Associate clergy (non- 
stipendiary ministry). Our link diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman (South Africa). 
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News 



Thats inspired 

A PANEL of judges have 
agonised over the excellent 
entries to the Diocese’s 
Creationtide competition. 

People were challenged to 
send in a poem or photograph 
reflecting special places where 
they find God through 
creation. 

We received 39 poems and 
85 photographs, which were 
agonised over by our panel of 
judges. They were KT Bruce, 
photographer, Canon Edmund 
Newell of Christ Church 
Cathedral and the Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham. 

KT said: "Judging was a 
challenge in a way as there 
were three of us and everyone 
looks at things differently. It 
was good that we saw the 
quality and composition in all 
of the photographs.” See 
www.earthingfaith.org/ inspired 
to see more entries. 






Join the Internet Bibliathon 



Who’s been elected? 



Deddington Parish is recognising 
the 400th anniversary of the King 
James Version of the Bible by 
reading through the whole work 
aloud in the Church. 

Vicar, the Revd Hugh White 
said they started early to make 
sure they will have read the 
whole book during 2011. 

He said: “Reading allows us to 
get a better perspective on well- 
known stories as we appreciate 
their context and to register 
more clearly the importance 
attaching to certain recurring 
concerns of the writers. Despite 
the occasional humiliation, 
however, the zeal of our core 



group of 10 or a dozen readers 
does not seem to be abating. A 
Professor of Hebrew would no 
doubt raise an eyebrow at our 
pronunciation of names. 

The reading is being broadcast 
over the internet. To listen visit 
www.deddingtonchurch.org.uk 
and click on the Bibliathon link. 
Sessions start at 5pm on Tuesday, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays and there is a morning 
session on Wednesdays at 
11.15am. If you would like to 
contribute, get in touch via 
Skype, using the Skype name 
deddingtonchurch. 



Praying for prisoners 



National Prisons Week takes place 
at the end of this month. 

The event provides literature 
to enable the Christian 
community, through individuals 
and churches to pray for the 
needs of prisoners, their 
families, victims of crime and the 
many people who are involved in 
caring for prisoners. 

The work of chaplains and 
prison volunteers is huge in 
prisons in the Diocese and has a 
major impact on prisoners. One 
prisoner said: “Since receiving 
the grace of God I have noticed 
significant changes in my life. 
God has changed my attitude 
towards sin and has removed the 
desire to do all the other things 
that prisoners do, for example, 
swearing, pornography, music 
and television.” 

“Another thing is that in such 
an unpredictable environment it 
is a great comfort to know that 
God is with you and that you are 
not alone. Especially as you are 
trying to stay on the right path.” 

A prison volunteer explained 
how much of a privilege it was to 



pray for and offer practical help 
to prisoners. He said: “I am able 
to talk with men who rarely 
experience normal 

conversations with those 'on the 
outside'. They value being 
treated with respect and care 
and it's been humbling to 
receive care, respect and prayers 
from the men in return.” 

A prison chaplain described 
how his one morning a fortnight 
in prison allows him to find God 
at work outside of the church he 
normally works in. “I find it very 
encouraging to discover how 
often God uses the time when 
people are inside with time on 
their hands to get them thinking 
about what really matters in life, 
and discovering afresh a faith 
that they once had some sense 
of, or for the first time finding 
belief in God is possible for 
them.” 



ONLINE 



For more information see 

www.prisonsweek.org.uk 



IN the July/ August edition of the 
Door we ran a feature on the 
Church’s own General Election. 

Now the voting has finished, 
the counting has been 
completed and we can reveal 
who has been elected to General 
Synod from the Oxford Diocese. 
The successful clergy were the 
Revd Moira Astin, the Revd 
Jonathan Baker, the Revd Canon 
Susan Booys, the Revd Dr Mark 
Chapman, the Revd John Cook, 



the Revd Dr Tim Dakin, the Ven. 
Karen Gorham, the Revd Rosie 
Harper and the Revd Hugh Lee. 

Laity were Prudence Dailey, 
Julie Dzeigiel, Dr Philip 
Giddings, Rob Hurley, Brian 
Newey, Gavin Oldham and Vicki 
Russell. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, was one 
of four suffragan bishops from 
the Province of Canterbury who 
was elected. 




On song at Christ Church 



CHILDREN from Milton 
Keynes were excited to travel to 
Oxford's Christ Church 
Cathedral to perform a specially 
commissioned song at the 
annual service for headteachers 
and governors. 

Pupils from Christ the Sower, 
Bow Brickhill, St Mary's, 
Wavendon, Sherington and St 
Andrew's, Great Linford formed 
a choir to sing A Path for Everyone, 
by Mike Hallett. They also sang 
Jesus Good Above All Other. 

The project began when 



headteacher at Bow Brickhill, 
Jane Bellamy, noticed a choir of 
children were performing at 
last year’s service. She said: "I 
enjoyed listening to the singing 
and asked schools advisor Jo 
Fageant how you got involved 
and she asked me if I was 
volunteering. 

“The song's very much 
written for children setting out 
on a journey through life. The 
children have had a great time 
getting together to rehearse 
and perform.” 



IN BRIEF 



Welcoming 




THE Rt Revd Jan-Olof will be 
consecrated as Bishop of Vaxjo, 
our Swedish link diocese this 
month. 

He said: “It is a responsibility, 
and a great one, to become a 
bishop, not least in this church- 
going diocese with many good 
traditions. We have got to make 
good use of all the good 
energies and deep commitment 
which exist in the parishes". 

Green flag 

GREAT Missenden School in 
Buckinghamshire was presented 
with an Eco-Schools Green Flag 
award last month. 

The school is the 1 5th in 
Buckinghamshire to receive the 
award, which is managed by 
Keep Britain Tidy. It has been 
awarded for work pupils have 
done to transform the school’s 
daily routine into one that helps 
improve the environment. 
Headteacher, Rozalyn Thomson 
said: “Obtaining the Green Flag 
is something of which the whole 
school and the community of 
Great Missenden can be proud of." 

A triptych screen 

AN ecumenical group of 
embroiderers and artists have 
embarked on an ambitious 
scheme to produce a triptych 
screen depicting all 66 books of 
the Bible. 

So far 26 people from 
churches in North Oxford have 
contributed one or more A5 
sized felt panels to represent a 
particular book. It is hoped the 
work will be completed by early 
201 1 when it will be available for 
churches to display for a week as 
they celebrate the 400th 
Anniversary of the King James 
Version. 

For more information contact 
Beryl Knotts on 01865 510055 
or berylknotts@googlemail.com. 

A festive tweet 

A DAY-by-day account of the 
Nativity is to be played out on 
Twitter and Facebook. 

Known as the Natwivity, the 
on-line play will be launched on 
December 1 and will feature 
different cast members tweeting 
a 1 40 character update every 
day. By reading these tweets, 
followers can learn more about 
each character’s thoughts and 
feelings, from Mary’s angst as 
she rides on a donkey over the 
hills of Bethlehem to the night 
the shepherd’s saw their hills 
illuminated by an angelic host. 

The Natwivity can be found at 
www.twitter.com/natwivity and 
www.facebook.com/natwivity. 
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Henry Olonga 
was Zimbabwe’s 
first ever black 
cricketer and the 
youngest ever 
to represent his 
^B> country at interna- 
lional level. A fast 
If bowler, he made 
W his Test debut for 
' Zimbabwe, aged 
18 years against 
Pakistan in 1995 and 
recorded career best Test 
Figures of 5 for 70 against 
India in 1998. He still holds two 
out of three of the best bowling 
figures for a Zimbabwean bowl- 
er in One Day Internationals. 



’Blood, Sweat And Treason’ 
tells the story of Olonga's 
childhood against a backdrop 
of revolution, independence 
and a country that gradually 
spiralled out of control. He 
talks of his growing realisa- 
tion that Mugabe headed up a 
murderous regime and how 
he sacrificed his comfortable 
position as an international 
sportsman to try to make a 
difference. Now living in exile 
in England, branded a traitor 
in his homeland and stripped 
of his Zimbabwean citizenship. 
Olonga tells his extraordinary 
story in detail for the first time. 
Not just the famous protest but 



his early cricketing career in a 
rapidly changing Zimbabwe, 
the terrifying experience when 
he was car-jacked in Harare 
and his two year dispute with 
his Zimbabwe team-mates 
after a row about racism in 
the dressing room. He reveals 
all about his lesser known 
singing career - he has topped 
the charts in Zimbabwe and 
recently recorded an al- 
bum in the UK — his love for 
drama, art and photography, his 
career with the famous 
Lashings World XI cricket team 
and the faith that has kept 
him strong through all this. 
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Blood, Sweat 
& Treason 
RRP £18.99 

St Andrew's 
Bookshop price 
£12.99! 




St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives....... 



Mail Order 01494 567250 

www. standrewsbookshop.co. uk 
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We have been serving local 
churches for over 50 years. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equtp 
& resource you and your church 

Great Missencten 
61 - 66 High Street 
HP 16 0AL 
01494 8621 68 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 
HP13 6RF 
01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
OX4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 

31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 706429 

Wolverton 
50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 

Fur uur other brandies visit 
www.standrewsbookshop.oo uk 
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Generous Justice 
Timothy Keller 
RRP £12-99 
Our Price £10.99 





ESV Study Bible 
RRP £39.99 
Our Price £29.99 
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Youth Bible 
RRP £14.99 
Our Price £12.99 
Pack often £120 
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Discount 



Her Daughter's Dream 
Franciiie Rivers 
RRP£lQ.yy 
Our Price £3.99 





10 % 
OFF! 



God Knows My Name 
Both Redman 
RRP £8.99 
Our Price £7.99 



\ leaven ly Man 
Brother Yun 
RRP £8 99 
Our Price £4.50 



1 0 % off Christmas 
Cards in November.* 

Bring Ihis voucher into your local 
St Andrews Buukshop io receive 
10% off ehrtelmii cards. 

■T®rms £ Don^itiMis apply Not Eo.be u&ad In 
icdiijurtclmn will t asiy fiLtiE? oArv Valid Udlii 
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Charity Christmas Cards now in stock! 
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News 



In the ‘Land of the Holy One’ 




By Sarah Meyrick 

A GROUP of 116 pilgrims travelled to the 
Holy Land with Bishop John (pictured 
right in the Dead Sea) last month. 

The pilgrims spent nine days visiting 
the most important New Testament sites 
in Israel and Palestine. The trip was 
organised by Lightline Pilgrimages, who 
employ local Christians in the Holy Land 
to make sure the pilgrims’ spending 
benefits embattled Christian 

communities. 

Each of the three coaches had a local 
Palestinian Christian guide, as well as 
members of the Bishop’s staff, including 
Bishop Alan, Archdeacon Karen and the 
Revd Amanda Bloor, Bishop John’s 
chaplain. 

The pilgrimage began with three nights 
in Galilee, and visits to Nazareth, Cana 
and Mt Tabor. (A fishing boat on Lake 
Galilee is pictured above.) On the second 
day, the group spent time visiting the sites 
of Jesus’s ministry around the lake. This 
included a particularly memorable 
Eucharist celebrated in an outdoor 
chapel, and a boat trip onto the lake. 

Day four began at the baptismal site of 
Yardenit on the Banks of the River 
Jordan, where those who wanted to 
renewed their baptism vows. Then it was 
south along the Jordan Valley to the city 
of Jericho, and eventually to Bethany, the 
home of Martha and Lazarus. 

The group stayed for two nights in the 
very heart of Bethlehem, in Manger 
Square. This was the first encounter with 
the vast separation Wall: an astonishing 
9m high and 750km long, or twice as high 
as the Berlin Wall and five times longer. It 
cost $3.5bn to construct. 

To visitors, the Wall was a minor 
inconvenience. Armed soldiers boarded 
the buses, and everyone had to carry their 
passports in case of inspection. For 
Palestinians, however, it is a massive 
obstacle in the way of daily living. Workers 
routinely begin to queue at 4 a.m. in 
order to be through the checkpoints in 
time for the start of the working day. 

Along the way, the group met a number 



of inspiring “living stones”. 

There was the Bishop in 
Jerusalem, Bishop Suheil, 
who celebrated the Eucharist 
jointly with Bishop John in St 
George’s Cathedral on the 
Sunday, and then told the group about 
life in his diocese. “The Christian 
presence is very important to the region 
and for the peace of the land,” he said. 

Then there were the members of the 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme 
in Palestine and Israel, who happened to 
be in the Cathedral that day. These are 
volunteers who spend time monitoring 
checkpoints, in the absence of UN 
peacekeepers. The group also visited the 
Holy Family Hospital in Bethlehem, run 
by the Sovereign Order of Malta, and 
heard from the Revd Dr Mitri Raheb, who 
serves the Palestinian community 
through his Diyar Consortium. And 
finally, they heard from Jeff Halper, who 
runs the Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolitions. 

Events took an unexpected turn when, 
rather than staying in Jerusalem as long as 
planned, there was a hideous mix-up over 
bookings and the group was bumped out 
of its hotel. This meant nights first in 
Ramallah and then in Ashkelon, neither 
ideal, but a first-hand experience of “no 
room at the inn”. 

After a side trip to the Dead Sea and the 
extraordinary experience of bobbing up 
and down in the salt, the last few days 
were spent retracing Jesus’s steps on the 
Mount of Olives and then on the Via 
Dolorosa, where Jesus carried his cross 
towards his crucifixion. The Via Dolorosa 
ended with a triumphant moment in the 
Church of the Holy Sepluchre, where the 
group celebrated the Resurrection. 
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Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01 934 61 81 11 
Emaikinfo@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 

51 UART MORRIS 



GREAT FUNDRAISING IDEAS 
I OK YOUR CHURCH & VlLLAGt 



CONTACT US 
TODAY rOR YOUR 
r RLE ARTWORK PACK 
SAMPLE TLA TOWL L 

T 0 1+75 S 24 ZJ 2 

T Ui j 1 1 mol n ir.co . u k 



www.stuartmorns.co.uk 





See Feature 
on Page 10 



For a fuller account of the pilgrimage 
and comments from those who took 
part see 

http://holylandpilgrimage2010.blog 

spot.com 



it 



Hi Autosave, 

how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 




Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 



Prices start from £3,999 

New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 

Registered Office; 1 ftegtem Way, Sheffield 54 7DY 



CALL: 0845 122 6902 aUtOSave # 



OR VISIT: WWW.AUTOSAVE.CO.uk 



(jncd itfi-ivi jar car buyers 
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Spotlight on... 



Need an accountant? 

% 

ACM A C h □ rte re S M a nag em ent Accc-urta rt 

Free yourself from your accounts with JC5 

Christian a c courts re £ np=rienceo in 
orki r g vv ith ch-urch e s . i r c\ <;l oua ! : Ismail 
busines:?!;. 

For excellent customer service &. Free initial 
consultation call Keith' 

"el Q11B 9722611 

E m a i i ■ Keith . j eff e ri e s @ j cs ! i m ite c . co. u 1 



Personal Assistant required to 
work for retired educator, in 
Central Oxford, 41/2 hrs. every 
fortnight. Absolutely no nursing - 
we work together. Pleasant 
atmosphere; pay increase after 2 
months. Two impeccable ref.’s 
required. 01865-722-087 




Is your Church 
looking for a 21st 
Century Christian 
Youth Organisation? 




THE CAMPAIGNERS 

ENGLAND & WALES 



Is an ecumenical and evangelical 
Uniformed National Organisation offering 
structured Bible based programmes for 
four age groups (aged 4 - 18) 



Simple uniform, and programmes which 
include Bible based teaching, fun and games, 
worthwhile activities, camps, awards and the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 



Training and Programme Resources for 
Leaders included in modest subscriptions. 
For more information: 
www. campaignersew. org.uk 
Email: info@campaignersew.org.uk 
7 Frankpledge Road 
Cheylesmore, Coventry, CV3 5GT 
Tel. 02476505758 

Reg. Charity 1124155 Member of the Evangelical Allicance 



To advertise in 
The Door 
Call 01752 225623 







PLACEMENTS 



Are you looking for a new 
Huu^lu^pur or pgr lid pi d Gdrdonpr? 

We h^ve excellent, fully vetted 
candidates available for work, 

Live In & Daily 
Full Time & Port Time 
Permanent & Temporary 

Call one of our friendly consultants 
today to see if we can help you. 

tf you ore looking for work and how 
2-3 jrfori fKptfPtnce warking in 
private households, and good 
references, we would love to hear 
from you! 

Telephone 020 7233 9950 
www.greycoatplacements.co.uk 
ir»fo@ grey coat pi accmcnts.co.uk 



Millennium Development Goals 

Last month marked the high point of a Micah Challenge campaign to encourage world 
leaders to remember the MDGs - their promises to halve extreme poverty by 201 5. Here 
the Door explores what Christians from our diocese are doing to help. 



Tajikistan 

By Amy Merone 

S anom’s life has always been a difficult 
one. During the Soviet era in 
Tajikistan she worked on a collective 
farm. After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union much of the land was given to rich 
people and Sanom, like thousands of other 
peasant farmers, was forced to work from 
morning to night; at best for 5 somoni per 
day (72p) , or at worst for bundles of cotton 
sticks to use as firewood for cooking. 

Sanom (pictured right) has struggled 
to feed and educate her children. The 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and 
the five-year civil war that followed in 
1992 has led to deteriorating standards of 
healthcare, education and employment. 
Rather than being a country that is in 
developmental progress, it feels like it is 
in developmental decline. 

Tajikistan might not look like a 
‘classically poor country’ at first glance. 
The Soviet era has left behind a 
superficial sense of a functioning society 
and infrastructure that masks a different 
reality. Gender violence, poor 
governance, a changing climate, lack of 
food and mass migration to Russia in 
search of work make Tajikistan one of the 
poorest countries in the world. 

Christian Aid is working through 
partner organisations to support people 
like Sanom to improve their lives. In part 
this means helping communities to 
understand their rights around issues 
such as land reform and land access. 
Before Sanom had access to her own 



land, she would walk for two hours a day 
to reach the collective farm that she 
worked on. She would often be forced to 
take her small, hungry children with her. 
Sanom had no knowledge of the land 
reform process that started after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, of her 
entitlement to cultivate a plot of land 
privately or other more profitable crops 
to grow besides cotton, which is an 
unprofitable crop in Tajikistan. 

Several years ago Sanom started to 
receive support from Christian Aid 
partner organisation Zan va Zamin 
(Women and Land) . “Life has always 
been difficult,” Sanom says. “For six years 
my husband was in prison and ours has 
always been a female headed household. 
Since receiving help from Zan va Zamin 
my life has improved.” (Sanom’s husband 
migrated to Russia six months ago in 
search of work.) 

“Zan va Zamin were concerned that my 
land should not be far away. It now takes 
me only 10 minutes to reach my land. My 
children are no longer hungry and I am 
no longer hungry. My children have 
clothes to wear and are educated. Before 
I could not educate my children. Now 
my tablecloth is full and the land is the 
source of my life.” 

In a harsh and changing climate 
(temperatures are as high as 53° C in the 
summer and drop to -25 °C in the winter) , 
Zan va Zamin and other Christian Aid 
partners are helping vulnerable 
communities to adapt and find ways of 
securing an income, especially during the 
winter months when road closures in the 







mountainous regions prevent people - 
often women and children - from leaving 
their villages and the climatic conditions 
make it harder for farmers to cultivate 
crops. 

Tajikistan is a precariously poor 
country. Landlocked and predominantly 
mountainous, half of Tajikistan’s GDP 
(Gross Domestic Product) is made up of 
remittances sent back to the country 
from Tajiks working overseas (mainly in 
Russia). With communities increasingly 
concerned about the changes in climate 
that they are experiencing and issues of 
gender violence, governance, education 
and healthcare of paramount concern, 
there is little doubt that Tajikistan is a 
country in need of support. 

Amy Merone from Oxford is regional 
media and campaigns co-ordinator for 
Christian Aid. 



Sierra Leone 

By Sue Hookway 

I n January I spent two weeks doing 
teacher training and teaching in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, with a team 
from Mission Direct. Later this month I’ll 
be going back for a follow-up trip. This is 
a crucial area for Sierra Leone as the 
country tries to pull itself out from the 
corruption and poverty that was both the 
cause of, and the result of, the Civil War. 

Conditions in the schools were dire; 
rickety benches and overcrowded classes; 
no equipment other than a blackboard 
and chalk and very few text books. In 
one venue there were nine classes, only 
divided by flimsy partitions. The noise 
was unbearable. The learning was by 
rote and blindly copying from the board, 
with frequent use of the cane. 

The generous giving from the United 




Benefice of Goring and Streatley with 
Southstoke, plus the Bishop’s Outreach 
Fund, was overwhelming. Donations 
were made to teachers who hadn’t been 
paid, to schools to meet some of their 
most pressing needs. 

But the main focus has been the 
Mission Direct Education fund which 
sponsors children who would not 
otherwise be able to get to school. They 
cannot go unless they have uniform, 
shoes, exercise books and pens. 

Funds were also given to other Mission 
Direct projects: the home for street kids, 
the home for disabled children 
(founded by a Christian lady who is in a 
wheelchair), the rehabilitation home 
and the home for the old and for polio 
victims. 

But even more crucial was the prayer 
support I received from our church. 
Sierra Leone is still not a safe country 
for white people and there were health 
and safety hazards everywhere, in 
particular unclean water and unmade up 
floors in dark classrooms (the schools 
didn’t have electricity). We had no 
running water for the last two-and-a-half 
days and electricity was always 
intermittent. I asked for prayer 
specifically for team unity, protection 
and staying power. Those prayers were 
really answered. I had no illness while I 
was out there, the team really worked 
well together in spite of some obstacles 




and we felt so protected from any 
serious injury. In spite of a demanding 
schedule and challenging living and 
working conditions, we all could look 
back and say ‘By God’s grace that has 
been a job well done.’ 

Later this month I’ll be heading back 
out there, and I’m raising funds for the 
trip. £5 would buy a pair of shoes that 
would allow a child to go to school. We 
need to raise enough for 300 pairs of 
shoes and any extra money could go to 
the Mission Direct Education Fund. To 
sponsor Sue, send donations to SR 
Hookway, Oakleigh House, 4 
Wallingford Road, Goring, Reading, RG8 
OAH or email 

srhookway@btinternet.com. 

Above is a classroom in Sierra Leone , and 
left Sue is pictured doing teacher training. 
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Family 

Keeping in touch from Afghanistan 




Married father-of-two Staff 
Sergeant Jason Griffiths 
(Griff) has just got back from 
a six month tour-of-duty in 
Afghanistan. As 
Remembrance Day 
approaches Griff and his wife 
Rowena tell Jo Duckies how 
they coped as a family. 

R owena and Griff have been 
married for 15 years. 
However Rowena previously 
worked in Germany as a 
teacher, which helps her 
understanding of the military life. 

“The Army isn’t just a job; it’s your 
whole life at times,” says Griff. “We have 
two children, Cerys, 12, and Iona, nine, 
and both have moved homes more times 
than the average adult.” 

Rowena says: “When Griff is required to 
deploy, we both take plenty of time to 
explain where and what their dad is 
going to be doing, this tends to start quite 
some time before deploying. We feel it is 
always best to give them the proper facts 
or you will find they fill in the gaps 
themselves with lots of different ideas. We 
tell them that Daddy is going to a country 
where there’s a war but we don’t labour 
the point. It is important to be honest 
with them.” 

‘We tell them Daddy’s going 
to a country where there’s a 
war, but we don’t labour the 



Before Griff goes away, the family sit 
around the dining room table and count 
out smarties, one for every day their Dad 
will be away and then fill a clear tube with 
them. “I was given the idea by a good 
friend who has an autistic child and 
found that this was the best way to 
explain when he’d be coming back.” 

The recent tour came at very short 
notice. Griff, who is based in Abingdon, 
was not due to be deployed because he is 
due to leave the Army in August next 




Sweets can be used to count down the days 
until a parent returns from active service. 



year. But when the original sergeant 
couldn’t go for medical reasons, Griff felt 
called to take his place and to look after 
colleagues in his section. 

‘Knowing that people are 
praying for you is so 
helpful. . . ’ 

He says: “I spent most of my time out 
on the ground as part of logistic patrols. 
Yes it’s dangerous, however I believe that 
was the main reason why God sent me out 
there, to show those around me what 
faith can do in an individual.” The 
family keep in touch by phone or email, 
but there are times when these 
communications are cut off, due to major 
incidents. 

Griff says: “The girls write to me and I 
send me photographs. I write to them, 
telling them about the more cheerful bits 
of what’s happening on the camp. I 
pride myself that the family comes first.” 

“Rowena knows that during those 
times, no news is definitely better.” 
Rowena reads the news on the internet, 
rather than watching the television and 
then explains to the girls what is going 
on. “It’s an easier way to let them know 
what’s happening over there, without it 
being right in their faces,” she says. 

They both felt that this tour has 



definitely been more bearable because of 
the amount of support they have received 
from the local church and the Armed 
Forces Christian Union. Griff says: 
“Knowing that they have all held us in 
their prayers constantly while I was away 
was an inspiration to us both. The prayer 
link through the AFCU helped me 
through some rough times out there. 
Being a Christian in the Army can be a 
lonely place at times, but knowing there 
are people praying for you is so helpful, 
and reminding you that every step you 
take God is right there beside you. 

Rowena, who is left at home with their 
daughters, copes by keeping herself as 



busy as possible with her work and 
ferrying the children around to various 
clubs, music school, gymnastics, and 
Guides. She says: “They might both have 
clubs on the same night and in different 
locations so this keeps me busy. I teach 
part-time, doing supply work, so I go 
here, there and everywhere for that.” 
“People sometimes say ‘how on earth 
do you cope’. You cope because you have 
to. I tend to set myself tasks. Last time I 
bought a bass guitar and started to teach 
myself. 

‘People say “how on earth do 
you cope?” You cope because 
you have to. ’ 



“The AFCU kept in touch to find out 
how we are getting on, and provide us 
with prayer support. It’s nice to think that 
someone is thinking about you, cares 
about you and is holding you up in 
prayer.” She says Remembrance Sunday 
makes her very grateful that Griff has 
safely finished his tour of duty and is at 
home with his family. “Everyone finds it 
hard, but it is part of the job,” she says. 

Griff feels the separation was easier for 
him as he was in a different environment 
with tasks to get on with and master. 
“Rowena was left in the same routine, 
with the same daily jobs and chores to get 
on with, and one less person to share the 
load,” he says. 

After leaving the Army Griff says he 
believes he is being drawn to study at 
Oakhill or Wycliffe and to explore the 
possibility of ordination. He says: “When 
on tour it wasn’t uncommon for the 
soldiers to ask about my faith, or to talk 
about being a Christian.” 

The Armed Forces Christian Union provide 
prayer networks for service men and women 
and their families and activities to bring 
people together, particularly for those who 
may be posted in different places and find it 
harder to settle into a local church. 

^^e^JWvTafcu.org.uk to find our 
more. See 

www.pray4ourforces.org.uk for 

specific prayer points for service men 
and women. 
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To advertise 
in 
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Call 01752 
225623 



Find Heaven on 
Earth Today! 



Discover how easy 
it is to meet Christians 
in OXFORDSHIRE at 

www.christiandating 

oxfordshire.co.uk 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 



Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD1110 



Customer friendly 

design & print 

For all your business needs 
• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

Fora competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 

service@cornerstonevision.com 




Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 




Addiction 

Counselling 

Training 

School 



Gilead Foundations Addiction 
Counselling Training School 

at Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, near 
Okehampton offers the following 
Diploma programme covering; 

Restoration Ministry (1 1 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme 
with our clients. This training and the 
Genesis tools are used throughout the 
programme at Gilead: £318 We also have a 
correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams: £954 

If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about ACTS or 
would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk 



Feature 



‘Do not forget to e 

THOUSANDS of people who may have no experience of Christianity are expected to flock to next 
year’s Cotswold Churches Festival. Jo Duckies reports on the launch conference to inspire 
Christians to be hospitable in a range of fun ways. 



S the bride arrived for the 
celebrity wedding, best man 
David Beckham removed his 
chewing gum from his mouth 
and stuck it under the front 
pew. The chewing gum is now used as a 
unique selling point at the church in 
question and is an illustration used by 
Helen McGowan, church buildings 
support officer at the Diocese of Coventry, 
as she asked church representatives from 
across the Cotswolds to consider the ‘wow’ 
factor they could use to attract visitors. 

She was speaking at the picturesque St 
John the Baptist Church, Burford, at the 
launch conference for the Cotswold 
Churches Festival, taking place next May. 
“The David Beckham example is a bit 
quirky and a bit silly. It means nothing but 
people remember it because it’s funny 
and it’s actually to do with popular 
culture,” she says. 

Helen is involved in Divine Inspiration - 
a project that aims to help churches make 
themselves welcoming and inviting to 
visitors. “Think about stories, gory stories. 
Something like that has more appeal than 
inviting someone to admire your flying 
buttresses. It’s a very good idea for any 
church to have a plan to welcome visitors. 
Our churches are not just for Sunday 
worship, they are seven-days-a-week 
places,” she said. 

Ideas for activities can be as simple as a 
knitting workshop because knitting is 
fashionable, or churchyard discovery days 
for children, using inexpensive resources 
like crayons from Poundland. She 
suggested church detective packs, aimed 
at debunking myths about signs and 
symbols which can be aimed at adults or 
children and could be used once the 
festival has finished. 




COTSWOLD 

CHURCHES 



FESTIVAL 



14-22 May 2011 



“We’ve been encouraging churches to 
hold book exchanges. This is especially 
good for children’s books. They can put 
on creative writing days, or have poetry 
readings by candle light. You could offer 
an open mic, or hold a food festival. One 
church got a local brewery to make them 
a church ale. Another held a vegetable 
Olympics.” 

‘...for by so doing some 
people have entertained 
angels without knowing it. ’ 



Helen quoted from Hebrews 13, vs 2, to 
inspire delegates to think about how they 
do welcome. The verse states: “Do not 
forget to entertain strangers, for by so 
doing some people have entertained 
angels without knowing it.” 

Helen said: “Being open and welcoming 
is basic Christian hospitality This festival 
will give you the opportunity to engage 
with people who may not have visited a 
church before.” 

1 Being open an welcoming is 
basic Christian hospitality. ’ 

Representatives from a range of 
churches from across the Cotswolds 
flocked to St John the Baptist, Burford, 
for the event. Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, speaking via a 
video link-up as it was the day of daughter, 
Pippa’s, wedding, said: “Today is a very 
special day and I wanted to thank all of 
you for coming. 

“This festival is something we should do 
together - opening up our churches and 
opening them up together.” 

David Neudegg, CEO of West Oxford 
District Council and the Cotswold 
Authority, said that we are extremely lucky 
to be able to work in an environment like 
the one we work in. “When I drove 
around the area what struck me was that if 
you took a few cars out of the picture, you 
are looking at places as they were 200 or 
300 years ago. They represent a nostalgia 
for the past. And at the heart of those 
places, next to the village pub and the 
green is the church. 

“The church is very important, not just 
as a building but as a symbol of the type 
of community people want to aspire to.” 
Mr Neudegg outlined how 10m visitors 
per year spend something like £500m in 
the local economy, creating 10,000 jobs. 
“There are about 30,000 extra people in 
the two districts every single day of the 



year, spending their money here.” 

He used Burford as an example of a 
place with just 2,000 residents, but which 
boasts its own chemist, bakery, clothes 
shop and shoe shop, as well as other local 
facilities, as a result of the toursism 
industry. He urged delegates to take a 
look around the town. 

“Tourists are coming to this country to 
live the English life. They are coming for 
extended periods of time and they go to 
the churches and immerse themselves in 
community life. We simply want to urge 
more people to come more often, and to 
come back again. The Church has a role 
in this. It has one of the best mailing lists 
in the world. Think of the church 
communities across the world.” 

Mr Neudegg said both of his parents 
were ordained in the Church of England. 
He said: “I had an argument with my late 
dad about how people used churches. I 
quizzed him on why he let people have 
weddings and christenings when they had 
no interest in the Church, had never been 
before, were not in any way religious and 
he said because everyone who comes 
through that door is an opportunity for 
me to show them what I believe. The same 
must be true of every tourist. No matter 
what their reason for coming through that 
door, it is an opportunity for you to share 
your faith with them.” 

He added that tourism provides a 
financial opportunity for churches. He 
said: “Buildings aren’t cheap to run but 
are important to the nation. Don’t feel 
guilty about taking a few pounds off 
people who are willing to give it. You are 
giving something back to them.” 

The Cotswold Churches Festival represents 
the first phase of the Diocese’s ‘Inspiring 
Experience’ project to encourage tourism. 
Inspiring Experience is being run by local 
travel agent David Gambier, who workships 
at St James , Stone sfi eld, on behalf of the 
Diocese , and managed by a steering group 
chaired by Bishop Colin. Other initiatives 
include work with visitors to the Olympics in 
2012 and the celebrations around the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee in 2013. To find out more 
about Inspiring Experience , or to sign up for 
the Cotswold Churches Festival , phone 0845 
122 2660 or email 
i nfo@i nsp i ri ngexperi encetravel. co. uk. 

David said: “We hope churches will send 
him information about their own history and 
tourist attractions , to include on our website , 
to help make this initiative a success. ” 




For a resoure pack visit 

www.oxford.anglican.org/tourism and 
for a full recording of the conference see 

www.inspiringexperiencetravel.co.uk 
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entertain strangers’ 




Top 1 0 tips for welcoming visitors 



1. Be open — if you can’t be open all the time decide a timetable for 
opening, but stick to it and tell people about it. 

2. Be inviting — Use words like WELCOME and COME IN, 

EXPLORE, FEEL FREE. Visitors need to know that they have 
permission to come in and that they are allowed to enjoy the space. 

3. Be hospitable — We can’t all be expected to produce farmhouse 
teas at the drop of a hat on a regular basis, but a bottle of water and a 
bowl for a thirsty dog is a simple, hospitable act. 

4. Be Communicative - Visitors love notice-boards! Make sure they are 
up to date and well organised, showing what your church and your 
wider community are up to. Use them as an opportunity to connect with 
the visitor. 

5. Be clean and tidy - Visitors notice smells! A dust free, well 
presented, fragrant environment says so much about you as stewards of 
your building. 

6. Be accommodating - A space reserved especially for visitors shows 
that you have thought of their needs. A small table with flowers, 
information about your church and community and a visitor book inviting 
comment can be moved away during worship if necessary. 

7. Be interesting — Churches are not museums but make sure that any 
leaflet or guide you produce is easy to read, engaging and digestible in 

1 0 minutes flat. Quirky stories about people and events are far more 
interesting than a list of the names of the last 50 vicars! 

8. Be professional — An in-house style is easy to achieve. Your notice- 
board, leaflets and signage should show some commonality. Use the 
same font, colours and themes throughout. 

9. Be sensitive — Communicate your ‘Power of Place’ by using good 
lighting and creating spaces for stillness, peace and prayer. Remember 
that welcoming visitors is less about tourism and more to do with your 
church’s ministry. 



10. Be memorable — The greatest compliment to you will be a 
returning visitor or one who tells their friends about the great experience 
they had at your church. 





Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Ern e it it 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
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■ Flyer design 
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Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 (8ft) and many on M 27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Gordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Hum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deacDnsnurseryfruitsco.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruitsco.uk 



AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION. 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL. 
POETRY. SPIRITUAUSELF-HELP. 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 




MFTROSF ROOKS 

Established 1969 

SFFKSNFW 
MANUSCRIPTS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref: DR ) 

StThomas' Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: infoOmel rosebooks.co.uk 



Independent Examination of Annual 
Charily and RC.C. accounts. 
Qualified Examiner available 
(Fellow of the Association of Charity 
Indepflnriftnl txaminfirs). 

Modest fees. 

Generous lime given, 

Wav'd.. A. A. Oamenta. IrI: 01257 271782 

E - ma i I: fr_a| a n@btl nternet. com 
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Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 
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Want to ^ 
create a fresh 
expression of 
church this 
Christmas? 

You could wait for everyone to come to 
your carol service... or you could take the 
carols to them! 

Bib! elands' BEER AND CAROLS pack 
contains everything you need to 
organise a fun family event at your 
local pub. 

£10 +p&p. Order online at 

www.biblelands.co.uk or call 
01227 811646 

Bibleionrfs seeks to improve the lives of disadvantaged 
and vulnerable people in the Middle East. We do this in 
partnership with local Christians, focusing on education, 
healthcare and community development 

Bibl eLands, PO Box SO, High Wycombe Bucks HP15 70U 
Tel: 01494 897950 email: info@biblelands.org.uk. 
Web: www.biblelands.org.uk Registered charity: 1076329 




Time for celebration and sharing 



Christmas is one of the major festivals 
celebrated around the world and just a 
quick look on the web brings up a 
whole lot of interesting details. Did 
you know for example that not all 
countries celebrate Christmas on 25th 
December? 

Our European neighbour, Austria is one of the 
first to start on 6th December. As can be 
expected from a country that was the birthplace 
of many of our favourite carols, the celebrations 
are very musical. Belgium also celebrates on 6th 
as well as 25th. The earlier celebration is 
dedicated to Saint Nicholas. 

Most places in the world celebrate with gifts and 
decorations and traditional meals. In Ghana the 
preparations can begin months before 
Christmas Day itself, which like ours falls on 
December 25th. 

People’s homes, vehicles, schools and even 
complete neighbourhoods are dressed with 
decorations and lights. Families will try and meet 
up at the family home by Christmas Eve for a 
church service, which can be followed by 
processions in the streets with bands and 
dancing. 

In Denmark, the celebrations apparently start on 
25th December with special Christmas lunches 
on the twelve following days and in nearby 
Latvia, gifts are given out on the twelve days of 
Christmas! 

Germany seems to celebrate Advent with 
decorations, candles and nativity scenes playing 
an important part. 

Russia is one of the last to join in the 
celebrations on 6th January. This is in common 



with the Greek Orthodox celebrations, which 
begin on 7th. 

There are so many differences between the 
celebrations across the world and surprisingly 
so many things remain the same. 

There will be light and decorations, usually gifts 
and above all thanks for God’s gift of his Son the 
Christ Child. It is because of this feeling of 
goodwill that many of our charities appeal for 
support and funds at this time in order that whilst 
having a tremendous time ourselves we can find 
space to think of those less fortunate. 

We remember the homeless because Mary and 
Joseph had difficulty in finding somewhere to 
stay, and the hungry because Jesus told us 
himself to care for others. We think of the 
excluded because of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

In this country entertainment and drama are 
central to the season, with special programmes 
on radio and TV, nativity plays in churches and 
schools and in our theatres pantomimes. By the 
time you read this short piece its is likely that the 
towns are already decorated, and shops full of 
Christmas decorations and promotions. 

In fact many people get a little sad by what 
seems an overly commercialised interpretation 
of the season. There is always the possibility to 
get away from it all with a quiet break or retreat 
and there are many places where this is 
possible. If you can't take time out for a retreat 
its worth looking at one of the many study guides 
for available for advent. 

In the end we all have our own individual ways 
of enjoying Christmas and in the end we 
probably all come away taking from it just what we 
put into it. 



Come along for your 
Christmas shopping at 
the Sobell Christmas Gift 
Fair at Radley College 

on 20th and 21st November and support 
your local hospice at the same time. There 
will be over 60 stalls selling a variety of 
gifts, jewellery, accessories and food. 
Opening times are Saturday 10am - 5pm 
and Sunday 10am - 4.30pm 
£4.00/22.00 concessions 

Registered charity - number 1118646 




C } AKS 



J EWELLC RY 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 



» Tel:01373 462069 




Visit our website today! 

wrvw.na k sc h r j sU a n j e vvel I erv.eo. u k 



Who would YOU like Ln Encourage? 

Blots and Entourfigo your frtands A family with... 




Ask NOW for our 201 1 brochure 
CJieck out cur Christinas Cards 

> Til:0B4510BZ054 



C",T. r IM tnrd dr'iignv 

All usury Sli ItfifL 

LHdy-Hiv lk Gaetiiii Yfliwt 

yjwS* sr* int*d* 
yrnir main mraangr - JAP 
AI:ji DtMElc-rs 1. fridge 
tiMgniflfl- wtiuli make 

tiRttlfent tmafl gflt - from 
See Special Offers on Ire. 



www .Ca nri&-of^ncoiJi‘3g4ment.GO-iifc 
tnuil, *nfluiry^j^t-tf-* rKouragwnwitcs.uk 



holysocks.co.uk 

Socks to tell the story of 
Christmas & beyond 
All sizes many designs 

Glory Golf Balls 
Biblical Brollies 

secure online shopping 

www.holysoc ks.co.uk 
0167140 40 43 
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Feature 



‘Onward, Christian soldiers’ 



Jo Duckies meets Karen 
Allen and finds out how an 
Anglo Saxon settlement grew 
into thriving town famous for 
its silver band, tug o’ war team 
and military academy. 



for those who work in the water industry 
to make this possible. 

Turn right along Harts Leap Road. At 
the main road junction use the 
pedestrian crossing to walk down 
Wellington Road. Near the entrance to 
Snaprails Park pass the site of the former 
St Mary’s Church. The original church 
was dedicated in 1889, but demolished 
in the 1960s. It was replaced by a more 
modern building, but the last service was 
held there in 1998 and the site is 
awaiting redevelopment. 

Turn left into Yorktown Road and see 
the back entrance to the Royal Military 
Academy, on your left. (5). Pause here to 
pray for military who are serving today 
and have served in the past, and their 
families. Think especially of those on 



'Pray for the military who 
are serving today. ’ 




S tart at St Michael and All 

Angels Church (1). There has 
been a church on the site since 
1220, but the present building 
dates from 1853 and was 
designed by Victorian architect GE 
Street. The cross in the centre of the 
churchyard was given to the church by 
Mrs Harvey when the churchyard was 
consecrated in 1914. Walk along the 
road in front to St Michael’s CofE school 
(2). Pause here to offer thanks for the 
teaching staff and governors. 

Cross the main road using the 
pedestrian crossing and walk up the hill. 
Pause at the rectory to pray for our 
parish clergy. Carry on up the hill and 
turn right into Church Road. Walk over 
the railway and follow the road right 
along the High Street and into Little 
Sandhurst. Turn right up School Hill. 
Take the footpath down Scotland Hill 
and walk down to the Methodist Church 
(3). Sandhurst has thriving Methodist, 
Baptist and Catholic congregations 
which work together on a range of 
ecumencial projects. You may like to give 
thanks for churches working together in 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire, and pray for unity 
between Christians all over the world. 

At this point turn back and pause at 
Sandhurst Well (4) . The well was built in 
1874 by Harriet Blakely in memory of 
her mother, Harriet Walter Vivian 
Connell. At one time it had a thatched 
roof, but this was destroyed by fire. It has 
been restored in recent years by 
Sandhurst Town Council. It is covered 
over for safety as it is still a working well 
and local people can remember their 
parents using it as a source of water. 
Pause here to give thanks for the access 
we have to clean running water, and pray 



active service in Afghanistan. 

The site of the college was bought by 
Prime Minister William Pitt in the early 
19th century. The Royal Military College 
opened in 1812 in what is now known as 
Old College. New College was 
completed in 1912 and the Royal 
Military Academy as we know it opened 
its doors in 1947. 

Follow the road and you’ll see two 
hypermarkets, Marks and Spencer and a 
Tesco on the left - two of the largest 
stores in the country. Pray for all those 
who work in the retail industry. Also pray 
about community development and 
expansion in towns and villages across 
the diocese. Before 1940 the population 
of Sandhurst was 4,500 and is currently 
21,500. Older residents can remember 
when there were no supermarkets and 
many people have mixed feelings about 
the two hypermarkets. 

Sandhurst originated in Anglo Saxon 
times. The name comes from sandy soils 
and hurst - a wooded eminence. It’s 
history is full of fascinating facts and 
characters. In the mid 16th century 



William, Lord Sandys, the Lord 
Chancellor to King Henry VIII lived in a 
supposed manor called Buckhurst, 
between College Town and central 
Sandhurst. 

1 Sandhurst has a long 
history of connections with 
the military. ’ 

Continue to the pedestrian crossing 
on Laundry Lane (where the Ghurkas 
historically did their washing) (6) to 
Shepherd’s Meadow (7) and the 
recreation ground (8) . Shepherd’s 
Meadow provides 65 acres of parkland 
and a place to be tranquil early in the 
morning while later in the day it 
becomes a social hub — a haven for dog 
walkers, joggers and in summer, families 
out for picnics. This is somewhere you 
may want to pause and give thanks to 
God for creation, and simply enjoy the 
River Blackwater and peaceful 
surroundings. 

When you’ve walked through the 
Meadow, you’ll come to the perfectly 
maintained recreation ground, by the 
town council buildings. You may like to 
pray for the work of the local council 
workers and members, here and in your 
own town or village. 



On one side is the War Memorial. 
Sandhurst has a long history of 
connections with the military. This is 
demonstrated on Remembrance Day 
every year when the car park is closed 
and thousands of people fill the 
recreation ground to watch and take 
part in the Armistice Day services. Near 
the recreation ground is the base of the 
Sandhurst Tug o’ War team, who are 
currently world champions. You can stop 
for a coffee or a bite to eat at the Coffee 
Spot, an airy new cafe, with outside 
terrace, set up as an ecumenical project 
between churches. 

Turn left onto Yorktown Road. Pass 
the Baptist Church on the left and the 
Roman Catholic Church on the right . 
Walk under Christmas Bridge, (9) near 
the railway station. The railway opened 
in Sandhurst in 1849 and was followed 
by a large number of country residences. 
In modern times it provides a link 
between Sandhurst, Reading and 
Gatwick. Follow High Street, Sandhurst, 
back to Lower Church Road. 



LIVING 



SUSTAIN! MG T m 
SACRED CENTRE 



Find out more about our series of 
prayer walks online at 
www.oxford.anglican.org/prayerwalks 
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Testimonies... 



“I have been checking xrhythms whilst driving around Stoke. Now 



A t Cross Rhythms we haven't, in feet we're doubling our 
efforts to reach a younger generation. But we need you, 
the parents and ^anc^arentsy to push with us to reach 
and rescue our children's generation. 

We all know the scripture in Malachi that the Spirit of Elijah will ‘turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse’. It is vital 
for our nation’s future that there is a greater turning of the hearts of the 
old to the young and the young to the old, and it is incumbent upon the 
older generation to take that lead. 



In addition, our model of FM community radio has proved a great 
success with Ofcom and local communities: engaging with everyday 
issues and serving local communities at all levels, practically, emotionally 
and spiritually. Its success has enabled four such stations to gain FM 
licences, and our goal is to see 10 such stations across the nation. 

We are truly fulfilling our positioning statement to, 



By Jon BellanftyCEO of Cross Rhythms 



Cross Rhythms is a ministry that since 1983 has been reaching today’s 
younger generation and the people of our cities through media. And let’s 
face it, if you want to reach young people, where will you find them? Only a 
small proportion can be found hanging around our churches, but the vast 
majority are immersed in today’s media - building their lives, fixing their 
values and shaping their identities through online communities, website 
imagery, music idols, movie icons, mobile interaction, video footage, radio 
personalities... Yep, if you want to find today’s youth, you will find them in 
today’s media culture - just where Cross Rhythms has taken it’s stand! 



'Impact Youth and the Wider Community For Good Through 
FM Radio, Contemporary Christian Music and a Globally 
Influential Website'. 

Building on all this, in July we were thrilled to hear that Cross Rhythms 
had been awarded a brand new five year licence to continue reaching the 
people of Stoke-on-Trent on FM radio until at least December 2015! 

It is amazing when we look back to see how far God has brought us, what 
he has established through us, and to be encouraged to go further still! 



don't get all enthusiastic here , but I think the quality of the 
shows/tunes is pretty good - as for the message I have to say I’m 
a floating voter - however I am also the owner of a local live 
music venue and would be willing to put together a show to help 
raise funds for the station. You must be doing something cool as it’s 
the first time I’ve taken any notice - good luck with the station.” 

Buff 2002 

“I am neither a Christian nor a member of any other religion...! 
approach religion with a high degree of cynicism. In the case of 
Cross Rhythms I am entirely happy to say that such cynicism is 



Originally born out of a prophetic word given to Cross Rhythms Founder 
Chris Cole to 'reach millions for Christ through mediaf, after 27 tried 
and tested years Cross Rhythms has grown from just a half hour radio 
show to three full time FM radio stations in UK cities. Youth programmes 
are syndicated to more than 50 stations worldwide and our youth engaging 
website is one of the busiest in the UK, tackling issues such as pornography, 
self harm, addictions, eating disorders and offering teaching, testimonies and 
prayer.The site is reaching more than 800,000 unique users a year, 70% of 
whom are under 35. 



How you can help... 



I want to reach the youth of our nation 
through Cross Rhythms 

D I would like to give a one off gift of £ 



D I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ' Cross 
Rhythms ’ ) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO 
as a one off gift 

Card number GGGG GGGG GGGG GGGG 

Issue number Expiry date GGGG 

Q Please send me information on becoming a regular 
supporter of Cross Rhythms 
Q Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 

Name: 



Address: 



Postcode:_ 

E-mail: 



Tel: 



Please cut out this form and post it to: 

Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, E 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST I I XR. msiC A ^ 

Alternatively you can call 01782 251000 to make a donation 
or go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 







Right now we are working on making our Christian radio voice accessible 
to mobile phones; we are increasing our website interaction with young 
people; we are setting up a media training academy to raise up the next 
generation of Christian media voices; we are in discussion with 
several groups for possible stations in their cities and more. 



To achieve our vision will require experience, perseverance and 
boldness. All these we have. 



To achieve our vision will also require expansion, cj-owth, 
increased manpower and added resource. 

As you read just some of the testimonies from the last 8 years of FM 
broadcasting, imagine this being repeated and multiplied time after time 
all across the UK in the coming years. With your support it can. 



C ross Rhythms is much more than a team of 9 employees, 4 
trustees and 30 volunteers It is a team of hundreds of partners 

all giving where they are called to give and standing together to see the 
same vision come forth in our nation today. 




Today we are looking for many more parents and grandparents to join us 
to reach our children’s generation through media. We are asking you, 
would you join our growing army of partners, who are just as vital a 
member of the Cross Rhythms team as myself and Heather, Tony & 
Maxine, Angela, Chris, Richard, Rob, Peter?* 

Thank you for your consideration. 




entirely unfounded. I believe your radio station has played an 
important role in entertaining local people and also in countering 
the needlessly negative messages of other local media.You have 
injected positive criticality into many civic debates and have held 
myself and other local politicians to account in a way that has 
enabled us to explain ourselves rather than sought merely to trick 
us into sound bites.” 

Mike Wolfe - Elected Mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, 2004 

“I can speak from experience of both listening to and from the 
perspective of Staffordshire Police contributing to regular features 
on Cross Rhythms. The radio station undoubtedly promotes unity 
and highlights the valuable work that is being done within 
communities.” 

John Wood - Chief Superintendent, 2004 

“Hi Shell! I downloaded your podcast on self harm after my friend 
sent it to me thinking it might help me. I have self harmed for 9 
months. I have good times and bad times. I have been trying to tell 
someone. I listened to your podcast nightly for the last few nights. 
Although I’m not a Christian, it really helped me. I booked with the 
nurse to see the counsellor again and told her. It feels so much 
better. Thank you so much you have helped me heaps.” 

N, 2009 

“Hi Chris, I have some exciting news. Me and Ben have been 
speaking to a girl who’s gotten pregnant and the guy doesn’t want 
to know her anymore (she isn’t a Christian). Well today she said 
she heard the Policeman story on Cross Rhythms last night and 
she gave her life to God!!!! Sooo excited.” 

V - Stoke-on-Trent, 2009 

“This time last year, I was only a couple of months on from the 
overdose I had taken. The night before my 24th birthday, the night 
we spoke on the phone, I was in such a dark place still, that I was 
seriously contemplating trying again and doing a better job. I didn’t 
feel I had any rope to hold on to and it was all pretty bleak. I want 
you to know that the very fact that someone was on the end of a 
phone, that night, and willing to talk with me, and pray, and not 
make me feel like an outcast or a freak was a lifesaving piece of 
rope. It gave me the rope I needed to hold on to, to make it 
through that night. Without doing something that would have been 
unwise. It was you displaying the kindness and love that made me 
see Jesus.” 

Helen - 2009 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences 8c workshops in November 2010 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the December 2010 issue is 5 November. 




THURSDAY 4 NOVEMBER 



HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints 
Church are showing Joan of Arc - a 
musical - until 6 November. Tickets 
from www.joanofarcamusical.com or 
01494 512000. 

SATURDAY13 NOVEMBER 



OXFORD: The Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews are invited to a 
liberal service led by Rabbi James 
Baaden at 1 1 am followed by a 
Kiddush at 1 2.30pm. at Oxford 
Jewish Centre, Richmond Road, 
Oxford. Details katherine@shocks. 
clara.co.uk. 

READING: St Luke’s Church, Erleigh 
Road at 7.30pm. Reading Bach 
Choir - Seicento! Details and tickets 
from 01 18 947 01 04. 

TWYFORD: A not-very-Quiet-Day at 
St Mary’s Church Centre from 1 0am 
- 3.30pm. Details 01 18 934 3909. 

SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER 



COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church at 
6.30pm. Music and readings for 
Remembrance Sunday. 

MONDAY 15 NOVEMBER 



OXFORD: Christian Aid and the 
Bishop of Oxford will be hosting an 
evening of reflections and discussion 
on Israel and the occupied 
Palsetinian territory at St Michael at 
the North Gate Church, Cornmarket 
Street at 7pm. Details 01 865 
246818. 

TUESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 



WATER EATON: The Churches 
Together in Bletchley Women’s World 
Day of Prayer Committee’s annual 
coffee morning/bring and buy sale at 
the Church Centre from 1 0am - 
midday. 

SATURDAY 20 NOVEMBER 



MONKS RISBOROUGH: St 

Dunstan’s Church are holding an 
evening of fine music and fun with 
Philip Fowke and Anna Markland. 

Details and tickets 01 844 343206. 

STEVENTON: St Michael and All 
Angels organ centenary concert at 
7pm. Details 01 635 281 570. 

ABINGDON: St Michael and All 
Angels Church Christmas Fair from 
1 0am - 2pm. 

COMPTON: St Mary’s and St 
Nicholas Parish Church at 7.30pm. 

Courses & special events 

INTRODUCTION TO PREACHING: 

Saturday 20 November at Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford, 1 0am - 4pm 
(bring packed lunch). £1 8. This 
course is for those who are starting 
as Authorised Preachers. Details from 
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org. 

A PREPARATION FOR ADVENT 
WITH PATRICK W00DH0USE ■ 

Saturday 27 November at The Milner 
Hall, Winchester 1 0.30am - 3pm. An 
informal day including reflections on 
the Journals of Thomas Merton. 

Details 

www.thomasmertonsociety.org 

ADVENT -CELEBRATING THE GOD 
WHO COMES: At The Fisher Room, 

St Mark’s Church, Cold Ash, 



The Oxford Welsh Male Choir in 
concert. In aid of ‘Help for Heroes’. 
Details and tickets 01 635 5781 77. 

FREELAND: Drop in Quiet Day at the 
Old Parsonage from 1 0am - 4pm. 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES: An evening 
of music at The Spring, Highmoor 
Hall at 7.30pm. Details 01491 
576108. 

TAPLOW: Parish Church at 7.30pm. 
‘Crowning Glory’ - English coronation 
music from 1 685 to 1 953. Details 
01628 672457. 

SUNDAY 21 NOVEMBER 



ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church are 
holding a choral evensong at 4.30pm 
followed by refreshments and a 
concert of cello and piano music. 

THURSDAY 25 NOVEMBER 



OXFORD: Organ recital by Micahel 
Harris (St Giles Cathedral, 
Edinburgh) at St Frideswide at 
7.30pm. 

OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association will meet in the Priory 
Room at 1 0.1 5am. Talk by Jo 
Duckies, Editor of The Door, ‘Putting 
the paper to bed’. Details 01 865 
880210. 



Berkshire on Saturday 27 November. 
Speaker: Nigel Wright. £25. 
www.quietspaces.org.uk 

ADVENT RETREAT- 29 November to 
2 December at Ivy House, St Denys 
Retreat Centre, Warminster. ‘Every 
Star shall sing a carol’ led by Revd Dr 
Peter Lippiett. £1 60 full board. 

01985 214824. Email 
stdenys@ivyhouse.org 

EVANGELISM FORUM 2010 - 
TOWARDS THE GOAL TO WIN THE 
PRIZE: At CMS, Oxford, Friday 5 
November, 1 0am - 4pm. £1 5 per 
person. Email 

evangelism.forum@oxford.anglican.or 
g. for booking forms. 



FRIDAY 26 NOVEMBER 



FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 1 0.1 5am Details 
01491 571231. 

SATURDAY 27 NOVEMBER 



WOUGHTON ON THE GREEN: St 

Mary’s Church at 4pm. Christmas 
fayre. Details 01908 6651 13. 

ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church 
Christmas market at 1 0am - 
12.30pm. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints 
Church Advent Fayre at 1 0am - 2pm. 
Details 01 494 524947. 

APPLETON: St Laurence Church 
Bazaar at 2pm - 4pm. 

SUNDAY 28 NOVEMBER 



AMERSHAMONTHE HILL: A 

spacious time of reflective music, 
images and words to mark the 
beginning of Advent at St Michael 
and All Angels from 6pm - 6.45pm. 
Details 01 494 726680. 

COOKHAM: Advent carol service at 
Holy Trinity Church at 6.30pm. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning 
prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 

1 pm Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 
After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for 
mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



At Home 



LYNTON DEVON 



OPEN FOR CHRISTMAS 

A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

ikikikik Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 for 
brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 

Dartmouth 
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Crantock 

Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes 
walk from beach. Great for families, 
art groups, walkers. Available all year. 
Short breaks or holidays. 

See website for details 
www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305. 




Si Ivbs Cornwall 

Until Mi/ 1“ »1I 

Shore off Mason breaks In cosy centrally beared 
fidiirrrn.-m\ rnnsgr- in rhr rrnrrr- of tmurihtl 5? Ivr*. 

ONLY i\10 for 1 nights for 1 people 
£15 per night for additional nights 

Includes Parking, C. Hearing, Bedlinen 

Tel Alec: 01736 795083 or 07970 737067 



HOLIDAYS • RETREATS 
• CONFERENCES 



Torquay, Devon 

For full programme details 
t: 01803 329333 
k: Liilu:y brucH'lEiuiETur.ium 



(O/i Brunei Manor 
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GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



Abroad 



The Highbury Centre, 
London. 



Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 



Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 



ALGARVE 


www.thehighburycentre.org 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 

Rrian rhamhpre 


\ / 


| Insurance 




Tel: 02380 265 683 1 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 1 
www.casa-oleander.co.uk | 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 
superb annual multi trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

No Max Aae Limit For Sinale Trio Cover 
max 1 year duration & up tolOk cancellations. 


Lanzarcte 

PIcfyQ Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 0M54 200619 

vwwtflarEanjbBuilladiataQLk 


nan For more information and 

HIRE details please call ~ lue ™!!! 

0116 272 0500 n™ 

Authorised & regulated by the F.&A. ^ 


EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 


Radio is on EPG 0147 


Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk 
£175 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTMff? 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 
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O come, O come, Emmanuel... 



By Sarah Meyrick 

N ovember means that Advent is just 
around the corner. And with 
Advent come a number of 
resources and study 
guides. 

Just Mercy (CWR; 

ISBN 978-1-85345- 
557-5) is a useful 
study guide based on 
the Biblical 
imperative to “act 
justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly with 
your God” (Micah 
6:8). It is written by Joel Edwards who is 
International Director of Micah 
Challenge, the organisation that 
campaigns for a Christian response to 
the Millennium Development Goals, 
and ultimately the halving of extreme 
poverty by 2015. 

Just Mercy offers a brief introduction, 
four weekly study sessions, and a list of 
resources for follow up. It is designed 
for use on an individual basis or in small 
study groups, and includes creative 
exercises and links to free music 
downloads. 

From the same publisher comes The 
Light of the World (CWR: ISBN 978-1- 
85345-525-4) by Beryl Adamsbaum. This 
offers a day-by-day Bible reading and 



study notes, and focuses on the word of 
God as a light in the world. 

For young children, meanwhile, there 
is The Road to Bethlehem , written and 
illustrated by Louise 
Cross (CWR; ISBN 
978-1-85345-565-0). 

It comes complete 
with an animated 
DVD. The illustrations 
are colourful 
cartoons, and the 
language is 
contemporary; so the 
innkeeper says “No but yeah but...” and 
Mary declares the stable “a bit stinky”, 
which will either delight or irritate 
readers. 

There are plenty of alternatives on 
offer from BRF: see their website 
(www.brfonline.org.uk/christmas-books) 
or ring 01865 319700 for ideas. BRF’s 
Advent book for adults this year is 
Pilgrims to the Manger: Exploring the wonder 

Competition Winners 

Joyce Tyler from Garsington; Jane Thrift 
from Maidenhead; and Robin Alden 
from Oxford were the winners of the 
book prize draw in the October issue of 
The Door and have all won a copy of 
‘The Exciting World of Churchgoing ’ by 
Dave Walker. 



of God with us by Naomi Starkey (BRF; 
ISBN 9781841017099) 

This is an invitation to a pilgrimage 
through Advent to Christmas itself and 
on to Epiphany. As the days and weeks 
pass, the author offers reflections on a 
range of issues - the significance of the 
festivities, the values that underpin our 
lives, some of the other special days in 
the Church calendar at this time, and 
how we can begin to deepen our 
understanding of God’s perspective on 
our world, our church and ourselves. 
Anyone who is so ahead they are 
planning ahead for Lent may like to 



know that next 
year’s York Course is 
now published - and 
the five-session 
course has been 
written by Bishop 
Stephen, formerly of 
Reading and shortly 
to be installed as 
Bishop of 
Chelmsford. For 
more information see 
www.yorkcourses.co.uk or phone 01904 
466516. 



Win an Advent calendar to unwind with 



ADVENT is a good time to ask ourselves what we 
most deeply hope for, and also to ponder what 
God’s hope and purpose for us, and for our world, 
might be. 

For every day of December up to Christmas Eve, 
here is a short daily reading, a prayer, a reflection 
and a challenge to take a small step towards living 
more simply. 

For encourangement, an accompanying daily 
video can be found at www.readysteadyslow.org. 

The Door has three copies of Ready , Steady, Slow 
to give away to the winners of this month’s prize 
draw. To enter send your name and address on a 
postcard, to Advent Competition, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB, to 
reach us no later than Monday 8 November. 



READY STEADY.*. 

SLOW 



r tAkltiHAN TA UNWIND- UJTtl 
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AUTUMN 
SALE OFFER 

UP TO 



on sp I erred 

products 



The Elegance our most popular 
easy entry shower 

the 

ultimate easy entry shower 

The Finesse stylish design with 
the convenience of a no-door 
easy entry shower 



« I said goodbye to bathing difficulties 
when I had my new easy entry shower 
installed by Bathing Solutions. ^ 



For a free copy of our 28 page 
brochure call free now on 



PLEASE QUOTE OFFER 
REFERENCE DC AS NO 



fbothing 

solutions 

|r/££L 

Sjj -ksiJVjraillfru* 



Aquarius Wet Room 



The Elegance 






Harm 



* La v; threshold trayx 

* Ea sy c I e a n w a |l pa n e Is 

* No tries and messy grout to dean 

* Anti-slip shower tray 

* Grab rai Is, for ex t ra s uppa f t 
Fa Id -up seat far added camftu t 

* Fully guaranteed 



The Finesse 



Please send me a brochure on your range oi easy entry show m 
and wiilk-iri births. 



DCAGNG 



M No. 



Hnslondn _ 
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Letters comment 




Comment 

by Glyn Evans 

Rural change 



44 ’IT' nr ave you become bored 

I 1 with it all?” someone 

JL JL asked me recently. The 
answer is a resounding ‘no’. The 
rapidity of change in the rural context 
and the rural church never leave me 
bored, but do leave me rather 
breathless at times. 



This year is the 20^ anniversary of 
the Faith in the Countryside report and it 
is being marked by the Faith and the 
Future of the Countryside Conference 
early this month. I was appointed rural 
officer 21 years ago, in anticipation of 
the report’s recommendation that 
‘every diocese with a significant rural 
area should appoint an officer to 
represent the rural interest within the 
church and to the wider constituency’. 

The Church of the past often failed 
to appreciate the specialism of rural 
ministry. The rural parish was a place 
to wean older priests off busy ministry 
or where bishops would send 
quarrelsome clergy to get them far 
away from the seat of power. 

But times have changed over the last 
21 years. Clergy who move to rural 
areas unprepared can come to grief if 
they don’t learn fast. They now have to 
be highly skilled, energetic priests, 
ready to work collaboratively with lay 
ministry teams. 

Faith in the Countryside recognised the 
changing nature of the rural context 
and that change has happened faster 
than the compilers first thought it 
would. Contemporary rural 
communities bear little resemblance to 
the rural idyll. Populations have 
changed, demographics have changed 
and communities are different. 

Anxiety about greenhouse gases has 
turned into awareness of accelerating 
climate change. Rural sustainability 
and community vibrancy exercise the 
minds of community development 
experts where dormitory lifestyles have 
prevailed. Rural deprivation and 
isolation exist, including fuel poverty 
due to escalating oil prices. However, 

20 years of community development, 
affordable housing and the work of 
farming charities is helping. I’m 
eagerly waiting to see how we the 
Church will work with rural 
communities over the next 20 years. 
The Revd Canon Glyn Evans is Diocesan 
Rural Officer. 




Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

Andrew 

The next day John again was standing with 
two of his disciples and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, (i Look, here is the 
Lamb of God.” The two disciples heard him 
say this, and they followed Jesus. 

John 1: 35 - 37 

A ndrew, whose feast day ends the 

Christian year on November 30th, 
was one of those two disciples of 
John the Baptist. He’s best known now, 
perhaps, as the patron saint of Scotland, 
but for Christians he will forever be 
honoured as one of the first to seek and 
follow Jesus, and the very first to bring 
someone else to Christ - his brother, 
Simon Peter. 

Like many fervent Jews at the time 
Andrew and his unnamed companion 
had been drawn to the desert, to be 
taught by the charismatic prophet John. 
He had always insisted, however, that he 
was not the end of the search, but the 
beginning. ‘I am the voice crying in the 
wilderness,’ he told the crowds. 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord! One 
comes after me who is greater than I am 
. . . He must increase; I must decrease’. 

When John pointed out Jesus to them, 
and described him as the ‘Lamb of 
God’, these two young men assumed 
that the next stage of their spiritual 
search was about to unfold. As Jesus 
made off, they followed him. All the 



more strange then (though, on 
reflection, very true to human nature) 
that when Jesus turned and asked them 
what they were ‘seeking’ all they could 
come up with was a lame enquiry about 
his current place of residence: ‘Where 
are you staying?’ 

Or, perhaps, they were hinting that 
what they were seeking could not be 
dealt with in a brief conversation. If 
they could come to his lodgings, 
perhaps their burning questions might 
be answered. The reply of Jesus was the 
most straight forward invitation anyone 
can receive: ‘Come and see’. That is the 
very heart of true evangelism. We can 
say to people, ‘Come and see’. 

Come and see us at worship, at 
prayer, in acts of loving service, in lives 
of sacrifice. As soon as we say ‘come and 
see’ we’re on the spot! What Andrew 
and his friend saw, of course, was the 
Messiah himself, the longed for saviour 
and deliverer of Israel. They would 
discover in due course that he was even 
more than that! 

The results of this simple invitation 
were in their case life-changing - 
indeed, they changed the course of 
history. Andrew brought his brother, 
Simon Peter, to Jesus. The next day 
Jesus met Philip and called him to 
‘follow 4 . Philip then brought Nathaniel. 
The little apostolic band who would 
carry the most precious message of all 
to the whole world was being formed. 
They came, they saw, they were 
conquered! 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of 
religious affairs, a broadcaster and author of many 
books. 



LETTERS 



Olympics online 

I have just read the leading article in the 
October edition of the Door about the 
Olympics. 

I would like to draw your attention to a 
Facebook Group established to facilitate 
the sharing of news and ideas relating to 
Christian events being planned around the 
Olympics. (There is also a supporting 
website registered and a Twitter account 
activated.) 

Mission London 201 2 is a place for 
people to connect in a fast and informal 
way, attracting prayer support and 
contributions from a wide range of people, 
from various backgrounds and traditions. 
The intention is that, over time, the 
community will grow in breadth and depth, 
with the focus of activity (content) being 
determined largely by the members. 

Please do have a look, and if you're 
able and willing then please feel free to 
promote the group as a resource for all 
those interested in keeping in touch with 
what is being planned for this special 
event. 

Bob Chambers 

World Vision, Johannesburg 

Note: 

THE Church of England’s Olympic and 
Paralympic Executive Coordinator, the Revd 
Canon Duncan Green, is encouraging church 
leaders to attend one of a series of briefings 
touring the UK in October and November 
organised by More Than Gold, the ecumenical 
organisation which aims to support, enthuse 
and resource churches of all denominations in 
the way they use the 2012 Olympics as a 
catalyst to mission. 

The call comes as the Church of England 
launches a special Olympics section and 
podcast on its website at 
www. cofe.anglican. org/olympics. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

Revd David Dewick will retire as Team Minister 
in Princes Risborough; The Revd John 
Noddings will retire as Priest in Charge at Great 
Coxwell with Buscot, Coleshill and Eaton 
Hastings; The Revd Dr Stephen MXaw has 
moved from post as Rector in Steeple Aston; 
The Revd Paul Bradish will take up post as 
Rector of Shiplake with Dunsden and Harpsden; 
The Revd Tony Cannon has resigned from post 
as Team Vicar in Chipping Norton; The Revd 
Sue Bunchell will take up post as Priest in 
Charge in Banbury St Leonard; The Revd Dr 
Craig D'Alton has resigned from post as 
Associate Clergy at St Mary the Virgin Oxford; 



The Revd Jennifer Strawbridge will take up 
post as Chaplain at Keble College; The Revd 
Dr Michael Lloyd will take up post as Chaplain 
at Queen’s College; The Revd Leon Collyer will 
take up post as Assistant Curate as St Agnes 
with St Paul and St Barnabas, Reading; The 
Revd Canon Tom Moffatt has resigned from 
post as Team Rector in Thatcham. The following 
have been given persmission to officiate: The 
Revd Peter Wainwright; The Revd Canon 
Hugh Atherstone; The Revd Francis Orr- 
Ewing. We recall with sadness the death of The 
Revd John Geoffrey; The Revd Richard 
Woodward; The Revd Lewis Fosdike and The 
Revd Michael Ottaway. 
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God in the life of... 



Helping churches 




Janet May tells Jo Duckies 

how growing up in South 
Africa during apartheid helps 
her in her work as Church 
Relations Manager for relief 
and development agency 
Tearfund. 

T his friendly, enthusiastic South 

African readily joins me for lunch 
to tell me her moving story The 
daughter of a vicar, Janet can’t 
remember a particular conversion 
experience, but says her mum told her 
she gave her life to the Lord when she 
was just eight. 

“I grew up having to go to church but 
it wasn’t a chore, I loved going to church 
and over the years God has just been 
incredible,” says Janet, 40, who grew up 
in the Eastern Cape. In those days 
Anglican priests were heavily involved in 
helping coloured and black people who 
suffered under the apartheid regime. 

This meant she saw the reality of poverty 
from an early age. 

“We weren’t supposed to go into the 
townships but Dad used to visit old ladies 
from the parishes and I’d get a glimpse 
of what life was like for people who 
weren’t white.” She remembered an 
incident in the 1980s when the 
Government sent two bus loads of 
coloured people to the Eastern Cape, 
saying they didn’t belong in Cape Town. 
Her dad was responsible for a letter to 
the minister of foreign affairs, stating 
those people should be returned to their 
homes in Cape Town. 

“We went on peace marches with 
20,000 black people and five white 
people. They were real peace marches, 
not a flower was broken. Nelson Mandela 
was going to be free and apartheid was 
going to come to an end and did. Nelson 
was an extraordinary man and we could 
have done with him being president for 
a few more terms really,” she says. 

On leaving school Janet, who is mad 
about animals, wanted to be a game 



ranger, but wasn’t accepted onto the 
right course in Cape Town. Her other 
option was a secretarial course, which 
she took up, and aged 19 explored the 
possibility of ordination. The Dean of 
Cape Town suggested she work in the 
secular world for a few years and being 
mad about animals she became a 
veterinary nurse. 

“I worked for the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and it 
required me to work in areas where I was 
asking people to look after animals 
better than they were looking after 
themselves. It was demoralising,” she 
says. She went on to work for a hunting 
lodge, before moving to the UK with her 
husband Alfred, and their children in 
2003. Her early experiences of 
Christianity and seeing poverty first hand 
have helped her in her role, helping 



churches to do their bit to make a 
difference. Her patch takes in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. “I really 
love this job. I wanted to be working for 
the Lord and if it wasn’t going to be 
ordination I wanted to be working in the 
Church. 

c When we know who we 
are in Christ we are more 
whole...' 



“God has been incredible. He’s helped 
me come through eating disorders and 
difficulties. I’m now involved in intercession,” 
she says. 

“When we know who we are in Christ 
we are more whole and we are able to 



see in a new way. 

“We all have difficulties. The nature of 
life on earth is it’s painful. None of us 
will go through life without having some 
sort of pain. Whatever we go through 
makes us more empathetic. That’s 
helped me identify with the work I do.” 

Tearfund has a 10 year vision to release 
50m people from spiritual and material 
poverty through a world wide network of 
100,000 local churches. “It’s a huge 
vision but we believe God gave it to us. 
We are passionate about local churches, 
seeing them involved in integral 
mission,” says Janet. 

She is grateful that she is now living in 
the UK, which provides a safe place to 
bring up her children and hopes the 
family will stay here, at least until they 
have finished school. “I make sure I tell 
them about their roots though,” she says. 
“It’s like when we have Remembrance 
Day for the First and Second World Wars 
and say ‘lest we forget’.” 

‘We are passionate about 
local churches , about seeing 
them involved in integral 
mission. ' 



As part of her role, Janet can help 
churches get involved in Tearfund’s Just 
People and Discovery courses. Just 
People focuses on the role of Jesus in the 
lives of people who follow Jesus. 
Dioscovey provides a six month process 
to enable churches to grow through a 
process of celebrating who they are, and 
looking at what they can do to make a 
difference with the resources they have. 

Janet is married to Alfred and the couple 
have three children, Dylan, 11, Tiffany, 
seven and Brady, five. 




For more information contact Janet on 
020 861 98076 or see 

www.tearfund.org 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thousands of hymns and worship songs, all in 
one box, ready to pfay* No music a/ or fechntoa/ 
knowledge required 



Straight out of the box the 
Hymnal Plus plays over 
2750 traditional hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
covering over 6000 hymn 
book entries. 

£ 1975k*™ 

Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also plays 
your own mp3 and midi files. 

Order your FREE information pack today, 

Free Rhone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 




% 



Hvinn Technology Ltd Hymnal 



Worship Music Solutions 



Plus 
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An efficient and sympathetic service 

01865 726644 

enq nit u r ter a I orde refservicei.com 
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We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

wt. v\ v + pbs , i irgaik 

I’d: 01 189 842582 
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To advertise in 
The Door 
Call 01752 225623 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Leadcraft 

Sained Glass Sudio 




SIAINED GLASS ALOISES 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 






